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SUNDAY XIV. ; 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY PIETY. 


Wy ENI consider the importance of your reli- 
gious principles, I cannot avoid being solicitous 
to impress them strongly on your minds, The 
happiness of this life, and the hope of futurity, 
depend upon your present character, If the seeds 
of virtue are not sown in youth, no fruit can be 
expected in age, Every hour which is now lost 
to improvement, is an irreparable disadvantage 
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to each succeeding period. The time which 
elapses to-day in negligence or folly, no future 
wishes can recal, nor future diligence repair: be- 
cause, however repentance may bewail neglect, 
or vigilance endeavour to atone for past miscon- 
duct, yet no industry can renew that opportunity 
which you have once suffered to escape. Reflect, 
therefore, with the serious attention which such 
considerations ought to inspire, that every hour 
now wasted in frivolous pursuits, diminishes the 
space allotted for your preparation for eternity; 
and must lessen that share of glory and happi- 
ness you were created to enjoy hereafter. Think, 
therefore, with awful veneration, on the present 
period of your existence. Life is now, as it 
were, a blank before you. The surrounding mul. 
titudes of Earth and Heaven are intent on your 
conduct, to observe the course you will pursue. 
May it be yours, my young reader, to make 
me best determination, chat you will““ Re- 
member your Creator in the days of your 
youth.” The interests of this life are uncertain ; 
and must soon terminate for ever. But the duties 
of religion constantly attended, and inxvari- 
ably pursued, will secure your present peace, and 
establish a just ground of confidence for eternal 
felicity, 
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Lr me urge you, therefore, with that 
warmth which the Subject demands, to form a 
«tcady resolution of regulating your conduct in 
every instance, by the sacred laws of rectitude 
and virtue. Consider, that todelay your attention 
to what is necessary, will increase the difficulties 
of the execution. How animating is the design 
of setting forward with the noble hope of 
being an example to others, and of engaging the 
care of your Maker, by an early self-dedication 
to his service. t 


I svyrosE you to be now of an age soon to 
renew, in your own behalf, the covenant which 
was made in your name at your baptism : ah, 
that after having been instructed in the obliga- 
tions you owe to God, and to society, you are 
disposed to promote your own happiness, by a 
roluntary acceptance of that solemn engagement. 
From this time, therefore, you begin to establisli 
your character in life. And how greatly is it in 
your power to promote the cause of religion, 
and revive the spirit of piety and goodness in 
all around you. You know not how long you 
may be spared to the world; and this uncertainty 
should excite your diligence to improve, to the 
best advantage, the time now lent you by Hea- 


ven, Your friends expect the comfort of their 
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remaining days from your merit and excellence: 
your country's highest hopes of future prosperity, 
must depend on the virtues of the rising genera- 
tion, aud each one who is added to the number 
ot theGood, is an additional guard to save it from 
impending calamity ; since they engage the Di- 
vine favour as their peculiar protection. Let me 
warn you not to be content with inferior attain- 
ments; but let che ardor of youth be directed to 
its proper end, and enkindle the sacred inclina- 
tion to be first in all that is praise-worthy. 
*« Whatsoever things are pure, lovely, and of 
good report, if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise,“ let them excite you to perseyere 
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in well-doing. 


Tnoven you are not far advanced in life, 
yet, my young friend, there are already numbers 
rising around you, who will regard your example 
as the model they will hereafter copy ; and those 
who are of an age to be your present companions, 
may owe (through the divine blessing) their 
future establishment in virtue to your advice, 
assistance, and example. 


Tre great Governor of the universe has en- 
dowed all bis rational creatures with talents capa- 
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ble of improvement: and it is impossible to as- 
certain to what a height of excellence the hu- 
man powers may reach, As the faculties of the 
body acquire strength and vigor in proportion 
as they are used, so the faculties of the mind, 
may doubtless be greatly exalted by diligence and 
perseverance. Every thing that 1s difficult is not 
impossible. If you are discouraged by the pros- 
pect of labour and fatigue, you will never rise to 
eminence and glory. The prize which is ad- 
jadged to merit, must be won by industry. But 
remember, for your encouragement, that you toil 
not for perishable, but an incorruptible reward. 
Good habits may be formed by resolution and 
care, and evil dispositions are to be corrected by 
the same means; and good habits, by degrees, 
ripen into active virtue, and establish the charac- 
tr of the Christian. 


8 
e 
0 Tu dedication of your best days to the ser- 
. vice of your Maker, is the most pleasing sacrt- 
of | 
ir lice you can ever offer up before him; and be 


e, bpersuaded, that he will regard it as an acceptable 
oblation. If yon quit the paths of virtue in 
youth, you wilt labour under almost insurmonnt- 
able difficulties when you desire to return: and 
believe the experience of alt ages, when Jy ue 

* v8 


assured, that however joyfully yqu may begin the 
_career of folly, you will find it is embittered by 


repent without pain. Must it not then be the 


into a deviation from duty, you lay the founda- 


of sncceeding years. You cannot, surely, yield 
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shame and remorse as you proceed: and, when 
you wish to leave the ways of wickedness, distress 
and anguish will unavoidably attend you. For 
though you may sin with pleasure, you cannot 


highest proof of folly, to engage in such a cours: 
of action as will unavoidably subject your future 
hours to regret ? and whenever you are seduced 


tion for certain misery ; since your best hopes 
must be placed in the penitence and reformation 


to the temptation of guilt, with the intention of 
meeting the supreme Judge without repentance; 
nor would the most daring transgressor violate 
the divine law, but under the expectation of a 
reconciliation with his Maker, before he enterec 
into his more immediate presence. And can th, 
tcars of remorse, the vexation of self-reproach, and 
the fearful terror of eternal punishment be so de- 
sirable, that you will risk the hope of Heaven on 


the prospect of an uncertain repentance? I allow 


that there are difficulties to be encountered in the 
progress of virtue ; but those who begin the race 
with commencement of life, will escape the mos: 
formidable evils, and the severest opposition. 


They will proceed with increasing delight, as 
they advance in their progress; and the retros- 
pect of the past will afford fresh encouragement 
for their ensuing trials. While, on the contrary, 
those who have been led astray, and have unhap- 
pily followed a“ multitude to do evil,” will ex- 
perience, that the assaults of inclination are 
strengthened by continued habit; and will find, 
that a higher degree of resolution is necessary to 
break the bands of wickedness at once, thau to 
persevere 1n well-doing, 


Tux season of youth is, in every respect, pecu- 
liarly important. It is the period in which the 
foundation of every future excellence must be 
Jaid ; it is the time best adapted to, and most 
capable of, improvement. The natural and men- 
tal powers are then fitted to the acquirement of 
knowledge, and the docility of temper usually 
attendant 6n the early hours of life, render that 
time particularly favourable to every good im- 
pression. Neglect not, then, my young friends, 
the golden opportunity, which, once elapsed, will 
ncver return, The forfeiture of your innocence, 
no power in the universe can restore; your trans- 
gressions may be pardoned through the merits of 
the Redeemer; but you can never regain the sa- 
tisfaction of looking back with delight on the 
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8 A Covrsr of Lrerunxs | 
days of your youth. The recollection of your sins 
will continue to goad you through the succeeding 
stages of your journey, and cast a gloomy shade 
of apprehension and sorrow over your final hour, 
The consequence of your example will be lessened 
to the world, while the memory of your evil 
actions are remembered to your disadvantage; 
and the principles of piety in your own bosom 
will be shaken, by the common sophistry, 
of attempting to justiſy a wrong conduct, by the 
false reasoning of deceitful argument. With a 
design to assist your endeavours in the practice 
of habitual goodness, the following pages are 
submitted to your perusal; and if through their 
means you are led to serious consideration, or 
Strengthened in any laudable resolutions, the 
author will be happy in the success of the plan, 
which was designed entirely for the benefit of 
the youthful reader, 
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SUNDAY XV. 


—̃K— 
ON THE EXAMPLE or cunIs r. 


Tyre is no higher incentive to great ac- 
tions, than the contemplation of chose examples 
who have been renowned for heroic virtues, and 
who have exhibited the principles they taught by 
2 conformable conduct. In this view, the life of 
our divine Redeemer, will at all times afford in- 
stances of such excellence, as will be a perfect 
model for imitation. No human character is with- 
ut some defect; and, perhaps, while you admire 
what 1s worthy, you may, by the weakness of 
partial prejudice, be led to copy what is impro- 
per. But in every action of the Messiah, you 
behold the amiable effects of virtue unallayed: by 
fruilty. For though he was in all points tempted 
like as we are, it was without sin. Yet, perhaps, 
while you allow: the merit of this divine pattern, 
vou will be apt to consider it as beyond the 
phere of your emulation, and may object, that 


rr 
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the Son of God cannot be proposed to your imi- 
tation, since he was possessed of powers and ahi- 
lities more than human. But do not the Serip. 
tures inform you, that one of the reasons for 
which he took our nature upon him was, J 
leave us an example that we should follow his 
Steps.” *© Be ye therefore,” says the aposlle, 
«© followers of God as dear children, and walk in 
love, as Christ also hath loved us. And many, of 
the actions of his life were performed, as him. 
self informs us, that we should do likewise. It 
may not therefore bs improper to trace out some 
particulars, wherein young persons may imitate 
their divine master, and fulfil the sacred covenant, 
of fighting under the banner EINE world, 

the flesh, and and the devil. 


Ax» first, as the grace of humilitiy is so peculi- 
arly amiable at your age, you will find this lowly 
virtue distinguish the conduct of our Saviour 
through every part of his life. Although he was 
in the beginning with God, and all chings were 
made by him, yet he condescended to be born 
without any of chose distinetions which the vanity 
of mankind are so apt to desire; to prove to bis 
disciples, that outward accommodations, and ex- 
ternal pomp, have in themselves no real value; 
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but that the dispositions of the heart only are re- 
garded by him who seeth not as men seeth.“ 
Whatever, therefore, may be your situation in 
due world, Jesus Christ has taught you, that the 
highest virtues, may be obtained i in the most in- 
digent station. He has ennobled poverty, by 
caring its necessities ; and has led the way to 
glory through the path of humiliation, Be not 
ashamed of these circumstances which he has 
canctified, nor fear the contempt of the world, 
ince your Saviour also has experienced its frowns. 
If, on the other hand, it has pleased your hea- 
venly Maker to exhalt you above others, by ap- 
pointing you to an elevated rank in life ; the 
prince of Peace has taught you condescension to 
your inferiors in the most direct and striking 
manner, when he stooped to wash the feet of his 
lus as if to impress humility on his fol- 
lowers by, one of his last acts, © when he knew 
that his hour was come that he should depart, 
unto his father, and that he was then going to 
be exalted, as a recompence for his obedience and 
sufferings; “ Knowing, therefore, that the Fa- 
ther had given all things into his hands, and that 
he was come from God, and went to God;” he 
rose from supper, and laid aside his garments, 
and took a towel and girded himself. After 
that he poured water into a bason, and began to 
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wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with 
the towel wherewith he was girded. 80 when 
he had finished, aud had taken his garments, and 
was sat down again, he said unto them; © Khow 
ye what I have done to you? Ye call me Master 
and Lord: and ye say well, for so I am. If I 
then, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet, you ought also to wash one another's feet, 
For 1 ble” given you an example, that you 
should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, the servant is not greater than his 
lord, nor he that is sent greater than he that sent 
him, If ye know these things happy are . if 


ye do them.” 


TrovGH these words were immediately ad- 
dressed to the apostles, yet they were recorded for 
our instruction ; and whoever 1s inclined to des- 
pise another because he is inferior, cither in for- 
tune or understanding, should remember this 
example of Christ. The difference which subsists 
between the highest rank, and the most destitute 
condition, is not so great as we behold between 
our Redeemer and those whom he thus humbled 
himself to serve. Be not ashamed, therefore, my 
young friend, to behave with kindness and affa- 
bility to all whom Providence has placed beneath 
you. Remember, that you are e equally depend- 
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ent on the same bounty, and that, as he has ex- 
alted, so is he at all times able to abase you. 
« For the most high God ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and appointed over it whomsoever he 
will.“ The force of example has ever been 
esteemed superior to the wisest admonitions, 
There is an imitation of soul which arises in the 
contemplation of great actions, that inspires a 
desire of animation; and while we contemplate 
the image of virtue in the exertions of active 
life, the mind is raised, in some measure, to par- 
take of those sentiments which are the foundation 
tot bat it applauds. In the conduct of our di- 
vine Master, we are shown, what human nature 
was designed to be; and the more we copy this 
exalted pattern of excellence, the nearer shall we 
approach to the perfection of our being. In every 
«tion of his exemplary life, you behold the mo- 
el which his followers should imitate : patient 


„.de infirmities, and gentle and forbearing to 
+ the sufferings of others: he had no failings of 
| us own to claim excuse, yet was he pitiful aud 
te : | A 7 
„ andid to the wayward temper of his disciples; 


and bore with their dullness, inattention, and neg- 
2d | u 1 
lect without reproach, Nor was this meekness 
te effect of mean servility, or timid weakness. 
f He had no fear of displeasing others, when his 
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character and duty obliged him to reprove. He 
rebukes the Pharisees, and drives those from the 
temple who had polluted its sacred courts by their 
unhallowed traffic. With all the ardor of zeal 
for his Father's glory, he asserts the respect which 
is due to the place of divine worship; and pro- 
claims his just indignation for its insulted honour, 
By this testimony he exhibits the true distinction 
of a noble spirit, which is unmoved by the negli- 
gence or provocation that affects vulgar minds; 
and is above the resentment of injuries done to 
itself: but is warm and steady in its resistance to 
the enemies of God and religion. He will not 
listen to the angry advice of his apostles, and call 
down fire from Heaven to punish those who 
would not receive him; but he maintains his 
own dignity, and the majesty of his Father, in 
the last and trying scenes which preceded his 
death. To the Roman governor he boldly says, 
he could not have that power which he boastet, 
to acquit or condemn him, unless 1t was given 
him from above. With the same intrepid firm: 
ness he asseris his character and mission to the 
high priest and assembled Jews, who were met 
together to contrive his destruction. With un- 
disturbed composure he hears their false accuss- 
tions, nor is provoked to return one single ex 
pression of anger to all their ungenerous insult 
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But when asked, ** Art thou the Christ, the Son 
of the Blessed ? He replies, with the fortitude 
of true courage, lam: and ye shall see the 
Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of Heaven.“ He well 
knew that this noble acknowledgment was what 
alone his enemies desired, to justify their pre- 
tended evidence against him. But he was called 
to bear witness to the truth; and though assured 
that the hour of his final sufferings was at hand, 
he withheld not that open confession which 
would hasten its approach. Thus did he instruet 
his followers, in the most trying and perilous sea- 
tons, to be unmoved in their integrity, to bear 
all the violence of malicious power, and the re- 
vilings of undeserved abuse, without any return; 
and with the silence of submissive resignation, 
wait the proper occasion to vindicate and assert 
their insulted innocence. 


SURELY, my young reader, you must admire 
this bright example of your Redecmer, as you 
peruse the history of his life. That life which 
presents a series of poverty, sufferings, and per- 
secutions, and which was concluded by a painful 
and ignominious death. When you trace the 
annals of history, it cannot. but delight you to 

0 2. 
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meet with characters who were renowned in the 
age in which they lived, and whose memory is 
transmitted to posterity with the fame of having 
excelled in virtue. Yet the records of the most 
faithful historian are in some measure doubtfal, 
compared with the authentic testimony of the 
gospel of truth. But admitting their validity as 
unquestioned, still you are not concerned in the 
recital, any further than the common interest 
which the human mind must fee! for the fate of b 
Superior worth. In the pathetic account of your | 
Redeemer's actions, you read the relations of facts 
the most indisputable, which were designed as a ( 
perfect copy for your imitation. The agonies 
which they represent, were sustained for your 
sake, and voluntarily endured by the divine suf, 
ferer, with the benevolent design of GE 


.your offences. 


Ir any motive can touch the susceptible heart; 
if any subject can interest the principle of self- 


love; if the improvement of time, or thefate of eter- h 
nity is important; if duty can bind, or gratitude 1 
urge your consideration, the example of Christ $ 
must have influence, and engage your endea- 0 


vours to tread in his steps. t 
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— — 


ON THE POWER OF CONSCIENCE. 


Tar great Creator of the world, has with 
infinite kindness, provided for the comfort and 
happiness of all his creatures. But, as the inte- 
rests of the soul are much more important than 
the concerns of the body, he has, in a particular 
manner, secured our virtue, by the promulgation 
of such laws, as if observed would ensure to man- 
kind the highest comforts of the present state, 
and fit them for the enjoyment of eternal felicity 
ifter death. With the benevolent intention, 
that every rational being should be acquainted 
with the rules of duty, and the path of recti- 
tude; he has given us a law written. in our 
hearts, that the most ignorant and uninstructed 
may discern good from evil, and, by this inward 
sense, be led to avoid what is wicked, and to 
chuse what is praise-worthy in action, This in- 
ternal feeling of the mind, is the power of con- 
Stence, which the almighty governor of the 
C 2. 
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world has bestowed on each individual, as a pre. 
servative from error, and a guide to virtue; and 
its secret influence is acknowledged, as soon as 
we are capable of thought and reflection. Con. 
science is a judge in our own bosoms, and can, 
by the appointment of God, punish the most 
secret crime with inward uneasiness and distress ; 
while every good action, nay, every good inten- 
tion, is rewarded with such serene self-approba- 
tion, as may serve for our immediate recom- 
pence. 


Bur we are apt to neglect the admonitions of 
this silent monitor, although our happiness en- 
; tirely depends on a constant attention to its die- 
. tates. God is greater than our hearts, and 
75 knoweth all things; but if our hearts,” that 
is, our conscience, © condemn us not, then may 
we have confidence towards God.“ You, my 
young reader, who are just setting out on thc 
journey of life, should most invariably attend to 
the apostle's example, and endeavour to have 
always a ** conscience void of offence.” You 
must, whatever is your situation in the world, 
have already experienced its power. When yon 
have committed a wilful fault, you have found 
the regret and shame of your own mind has im- 
mediately succeeded the offence, although it was 
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acted in secret, and no human witness could 
detect the crime. - God is present everywhere; 
and your conscience is the judge he has com- 
missioned to acquit or condemn you, while in 
the state of being. Our actions are subject to the 
censure or applause of mankind, and their dect- 
sion may, from various causes, be unjust: but 
our thoughts, and the motives which constitute 
our real merit, are known only to God and our 
own hearts. | 


IT is possible you may have been most warmly 
commended for such parts of your conduct, as, 
having proceeded from a base intention, were 
deserving of reproof. In such a case, have you 
not felt an internal shame, which has converted 
that undeserved praise into the keenest reproach ? 
These natural sensations of the mind are alike in 
all, unless perverted by an obstinate continuance 
in guilt ; and I would hope, that none of those 
to whom these pages are addressed, have arrived 
at so dreadful a state of depravity. The remon- 
strances of conscience may be partially subdued, 
by a determined resolution to continue in a course 
of wickedness; but even the most hardened of- 
fender must experience intervals of remorss; and 
there are some reasons of reflection, when con- 
Science will be heard, and make the most un- 
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thinking tremble. May you, my young reader, 

be persuaded, on all occasions, to attend to the 

Soft whispers of that power implanted within 
. you, 


Cons1DER the reproaches of your own mind 
as the warning voice of heaven, and endeavour 
to keep ** your heart tender, if you would ob- 
tain the approbation of your God. The sense of 
duty is improved by the advantage of superior 
knowledge; and the benefit of divine revelation 
has enlightened the human mind, and directed 
you to a certain and unerring rule of life. But 
St. Paul informs us, that God had given con- 
science as a law to the most ignorant and darkest 
ages, and that hereafter they will be judged by 
that law, as they were not acquainted with any 
higher authority. This law, as he expresses it, 


ce being written in their hearts, their consciences 


also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean 
while accusing, or else excusing one another.“ 


Consider, therefore, that this sacred principle is. 
zanctified to you by the clearer doctrine of reve- 


lation. Yon are born in the most enlightened 
age of true religion, and have the advantage of 
Christian parents, and of religious instruction: 


and though in the former times of ignorance 


God (we are told in the Scriptures) was willing to 
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excuse, © yet now commandeth he all men 
every where to repent ;” because now our igno- 
rance must be wilful, and therefore unpardonable. 
Endeavour, as you possess such superior þless- 
ings, and such certain information, to act up to 
the high character you bear as ** a member of 
Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of Heaven.“ 


Tux law of the Gospel does not annul, but 
strengthens and directs the power of conscience; 
and, by this mean, we are enabled to apply its 
important instructions to the direction of our 
conduct, in the daily instances of social life; It 
remains, therefore, that you seek at all times to be 
well informed; and, as far as possible, to banish 
prejudice and passion from your judgment: and 
hen attend seriously to the suggestions of con- 
cience, as you will answer it at the awful day 
of judgment. With such impressions on your 
mind, it is scarcely possible to fall into atrocious 
crimes, Human nature is frail, and the best 
disposed may be surprised into error; but under 
2 constant aud habitual sense of God's presence, 
and a strict attention to the voice of conscience, 
YOu will be in a state, of all others, most favour- 
able to good impressions, and tlie most likely 
to engage the snccours of divine grace. Amidst 
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the circumstances that occur in common life, 
you may not he able easily to recolleet, or apply 
the sacred instructions contained in the Serip- 
tures. The secret impulse of conscience will sup- 
ply this defect of reflection, and enable you im- 
mediately to determine on a judicious conduct, 
If you be tempted to an ungenerous or an evil 
action, you will consult your own feelings, and 
ask yourself, What is kind, noble, or just in the 
situation in which you are placed? and as your 
heart shall determine, so endeayour to act; and, 
you may be assured, you will not be in danger 
of any great error, if you be truly honest in 
attending its decision. 


Tas sacred principle is particularly strong in 
the early part of life, as yet unimpaired by the 
force of bad example; and is intended by your 
Creator as an immediate guard to virtue, before 
the powers of reason have attained their full ma- 
turity. Happy would it be for mankind, if they 
would cherish and improve this tenderness of 
heart, and by a constant attention to its first sug- 
gestion, save themselves from succeeding guilt 
and consequent remorse. 


Tnosx, who have the advantage of a good 
education, may profit by the advice of their pa- 


rents and instructors; and reap the fruits of ex- 
perience, without sharing the pain of its acquire- 
ments, But there is a general propensity in 
youth, to disregard the affectionate solicitude, of 
the wisest counsellors, and to follow their.own 
inclinations, even at the expence of their future 
happiness. 
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IN the present instance, however, L may ven- 
ture to apply to yourself; for, surely, my young 
friend, you are already sensible of the power of 
conscience. Let your memory recollect those in- 
stances of conduct, in which you have trans- 
gressed any acknowledged duty, or omitted the 
performance of some incumbent obligation. Have 
you disobeyed the commands of your parents ? 
been guilty of fraud, artifice, or dissimulation ? 
have you been unreasonable in your expecta- 
tion? behaved with obstinacy, sullenness, or de- 
termined malice ? have you neglected your reli- 
gious duties, either from indolence or pleasure? 
whatever crimes you are conscious of, and, hows 
ever undiscovered they may remain; yet, did 
you not, on such occasions, find the truth of 
Solomon's observation, that, ** the spirit (or in- 
nocence) of a man will sustain his infirmity ; . 
but a wounded spirit who can bear?“ On this 
subject, therefore, you may, in some degree, 
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form a judgment from your own conviction, 
You are not called upon to trust to the senti- 
ments of more venerable authority, but to be- 
lieve your own en u and to rely 0 on your past 
experience. 


Tux voice of nature, in its most simple state, 
bore testimony to the power of conscience; and 
the doctrine of revealed religion has confirmed 
this awful sentiment of former ages, and esta- 
blished its judgment in the human breast. How- 
ever you may neglect its reproaches, or act in 
opposition to its friendly council, you must be 
onhappy whenever you deserve its censure; since 
God will ratify and confirm that sentence which 
conscience, as his delegate, shall pronounce. 
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SUNDAY XVII. 
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oN THE POWER OF CONSCIENCE. 


As we cannot escape the sense of guilt, nor 
avoid the reproaches of conscious remorse, it 
<hould be our care, by constant watchfulness, 
to secure the peace of an innocent mind. This 
greatest comfort is independent of the world; it 
id a satisfaction which its highest enjoyments can- 
not bestow, nor the most severe frowns of ad- 
rerse fortune deprive us ef. If you should be 
ralted, even by royal dignity, and distinguished 
the splendid pomp of the proud monarch of 
Vebylon, yet the hand-writing on the wall, or 
the stings of a. guilty conscience, would have 
power to suspend your mirth in the gayest scenes 
of ſestivity, 


Tun Almighty in this instance has made all 
his rational creatures on a level. The conveni- 
ence of riches, and the ostentation of greatness, 
may excite the desires of the young and incon- 
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8iderate ; but though such advantages contribute 
to our comfort (if well applied) they cannot in- 
sure us happiness: and numberless instances, both 
in sacred and profane history, have established 
this truth, and attested it by the strongest 
examples. 


Tux Roman governor, though attended with 
pomp, and placed on the tribunal of Judgment, 
could not resist his inward emotions; but while 
his degraded ꝓrisoner stood before him, dependent 
on his power, and subject to his command, he 
was himself arranged at the bar of conscience, 
and as the apostles reasoned of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come, Telit 
trembled.“ . 


- n | a # 


Wy Aa alfiLing contract does this Tock ea 
exhibit, between the confidence of ĩ integrity, and 
the terrors of guilt, St. Paul, oppressed wil 
the fetters of bondage, accused by his enemies, 
and thrown into an ignominious confinement, 1s 
brought before the representative of Cæsur; who, 
surrounded by his guards, in all the majesty af 
State, beckons to the victim of malice to plead for 
himself. With: the simplicityof innocence, and 
the conviction of truth, he defends his cause, and 
confronts his accusers : for he must ever be above 
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the fear of human power, who can make this 
; modest, though glorious assertion, That herein' 
do [ exercise myself, to have always a conscience 
void of offence towards God and towards men.“ 
Undaunted by the false accusations of the malic» 
ous Jews, and unintimidated by the presence of 
F-lir, who favoured their design: he boldly con- 
ſesses, that“ after the way which they called 
heresy, S0 worshipped he the God of his fathers, 
believing all things which are written in the law 
and the prophets : and having hope toward God, 
chat there shall be a resurrection of the dead; both 
of the Just and the jun” 4 


0 1 


Tar knowledge of this future rt Dutoncs it 
may be ſupposed/ was what appalled the soul of 
Felix, when he again sent for the apostle, © and” 
heard him concerning the faith in Chris.” He 
vas convicted by the reproaches of conscience; 
and, through he trembled with present remorse, 
yet he was unwilling to listen to the salutary 
admonition; he could not bear the force of St. 
Paul's convineing arguments, and therefore was 
eager to dismiss him with the answer, “Go thy 
way for this time; when I have a more conyeni- 
ent ens on 1 will call ns 


DL 
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I will not, at present, ſurcher pursue the his. 

tory of Feliz, though it is well worthy your atten- 

tion; but will entreat you to observe the noble 

confidence of St. Paulin this interesting trangac- 

tion, as recorded in the twenty-second, and four 

following chapters of Acts. The guilty, will, 

like the Roman governor, tremble in the most 

magnificent palace ; while the virtuous, with the 

great apostle of the Gentiles, will be self-col- 

lected, calm, and intrepid, in the gloom of a 

prison. 1 ö 


Vov, my young friend, to whom these pages 
are addressed, have the whole of life beforg you; | 
if; your opening days have been gilded with the 
sun: shine of prosperity, remember that Firtue 
only has the power to render exterior blessings 
truly valuable. Vou may possess fortune: with- 
out happiness;; but, in every condition, a good 
conscience is an essential requisite to enjoyment. 


Wrrnu this, valuable provision secured, what- | 
ever storms may hereafter arise, you, will, be pre- 
pared to meet them with manly fortitude. The 
affairs of life often fluctuate and change; hut he 
who is at peace within, has a steady principle of ' 
comfort, on which outward accidents have. no | 
power. ** If our heart condemn us not, then 
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have we confidence toward God.” Confidence, 
that he will uphold you in prosperity with his 
blessing, and make your earthly enjoyments the 
earnest of future felicity; - confidence in his 
mercy in the time of trial, that if his wisdom als 
lot you to a state of poverty, you shall still be rich 
in his favour, and in your hope of a heavenly in- 
beritance: — you will have confidence of God, if 
your friends be removed by death, that he will 
supply their loss by his protection; and, howeret 
destitute your situation, however deserted and 
hopeless your worldly prospects may appear, yet 
you have this best consolation to support you,; 
that you may cast all your care on him, who 
hath declared that, he careth for you.“ 


A coop conscience, is in some degree, the 
ſoundation of faith. It is an internal assent to 
the truth of the Gospel, and may be compared to 
the good ground mentioned to one of our Savi- 
our's parables ; which being in a proper state to 
receive the seed when sown; brought forth tome 
fifty, and some a hundred-fold increase. Thus, 


many excellent characters among the heathen 


Philosophers, have proved the law. written on 

their hearts; and by the distinguished virtues of'a | 

men. have gots that 3 were a lau 
1 $71 6 23.08 N 
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unto themselves. Such men would have receives 
the instructions of 'revelation with satisſaction, 
gratitude and aftiance. On the minds of a Cato, 
a Socrates, or a Seneca, the truths of revelation 
would have had full power; because, having no- 
thing to fear from the expectation of a future state, 
they would readily have embraced those docs 
trines, which, clearing away the uncertainty of 
doubt, would have opened to them the assured 
knowledge of a life after death. Having lived 
conformably to the dictates of conscience, though 
unenlightened by superior information, they 
would have apprehended no terrors from a reli- 
gion, which teaches the comfortable doctrine of 
pardon to the penitent, and peace to the return. 
ing prodigal. Pardon and peace purchased to 
mankind through the mercies of God, and the 
merits and sufferings of his Son. While the hy- 
pobritical Pharisees, who, were desirous that all 
their good deeds should be performed in the sight 
of men; with a view to acquire a - reputation of 
piety, made long prayers, and affected, much ap- 
pearance-of sanctify and outward austerity ; yet | 
they, as false proſessors of religion, persecuted the i = 
Messiah, and rejected his instructions. They 
appeared unto men to fast, and our Saviout as 
-Sures us, they had their reward; which im- 
plies, that as they perfarmed the duties of deyo- 
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tion and abstinence, only to gain the applause 
of the world, they must be contented with che 


veneration of the multitude: since they would 
receive no recompence from God : for he esteems 
the virtues of the heart, ad cook; the outward: 
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Har Scribes, or ES of the Mossie law 
opposed the preaching of Christ from a similar 
cause. And although their office consisted in 
reading and explaining to the people that very 
law which was to be perfected by the coming of 
the Messiah; yet having perverted its precepts, 
insisting only on the ceremonialpart, and neglect- 
ing to observe the weightier matters of judgment, 
mercy, and truth, so from this corruption of heart 
they renounced the holy one, and the just, 
and crucified the Lord of life. 

But the pious Nathaniel, whom our Saviour 
pronounced eto be à man without 1 was 
soon convinced of the truth of his mission, and 
readily made the candid acknowledgment, 
© Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the 
King of Israel.“ 


Hence you may learn the agreement between 
a good conscience and sound principles, That 
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as the moral laws of equity, truth, and virtue, 
were implanted in the mind of man by his Crea. 
tor, so the Christian system does not contradiet, 
but raises, completes, and establishes it by higher 
motives ; ascertains the hope of a future recom- 
pence to the just, and of punisbment to the 
wicked; and finishes, by the glorious plan of re- 
demption through Christ, the scheme of eternal 
enen in 1 of an. f hone 


' * 
4 1 4 115 4 
1 
$S 
p 
| If c 
3 1 
St $41, 4 4 \ * 
p . 
. * Z : ad Lind 
2 2 - 
= . a 
. ö 4 \ 27 } 3 # . 
| * 
| A 
9 . * me * # 
|, 1 
+ i'r 4 Io 
= 8 _- i { + 4&# * 
+4 3 7 | : fs $281, 58 3 f. 
1 & SGI ES — * 1 - | os + 1. 311: 10 1844 : d 
he ©S 4 i . . - . 
1. * » \ k 20 1 144 Tt 
8 A ISM bs 
Fl ! 4 4+ iii + 14 <I> 830% £ 5a 
i] 
* 


for Sox DAY EveNiNGs. 33 


SUNDAY XVIII. 


—_— .. = 


ON THE POWER OF CONSCIENCE, 
As man 45 a being boi med ſor immortality; he 
must be anxiously salicitous to know in what 
state he shall exist, when he leaves the present. 
And the Scriptures have satisfied this important 
inquiry of the assurance, that as God has raised 
up lis: Son from che dead, she will raise us u 
also by him. Nor are we left in doubt as to tha 
particulars of the situation which will be then 
assigned us. The righteous, we are expressly 
told, shall riss to everlasting life, or the happines 
of cyerlasting life;} and the wicked. to Shame and 
ererlasting contempt. The testimony of consci- 
ence, will, therefore, be further useful in inſotm- 
ing the mind, on what foundatioti its ſurther 
hopes may with certainty be placed ; and how. 
far, consistent with the promises of God, at may 
en expect eternal re 10 uy ©{31111H5 
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Tun Gospel of Chrict is. the ** mean | of 
5alyation, and the clearest revelation of the will 
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of God, which he has given to mankind ; and 
we are there positively assured, ** that if our 
heart condemn us not; then bave we confidence 
toward God.” 


Can any information be more important to 
our happiness ? The uncertainty of life is evinced 
in the daily experience of every one. We see 
numbers fall around us in the bloom of youth, 
and with the florid appearance of health, which 
zeemed the earnest of many years earthly enjoy- 
ment: but the most robust constitution sĩnks into 
weakness, when disease invades the frame; and 
those Whose strength appears to promise the 
longest continuance, are also easily removed, 
when the Almighty gives command to sprike. 
However, as death is an event equally dertain 
to all, if we are but prepared for its summons, 
my ena br is of — „ 
| Tus foar- of dada is ne by sin, 10 
the dread of future punishment distresses the soul 
with awful apprehensions. But if you would 
wish to escape the worst terrors of dissolution, 
examine into the state of your conduct, provs 
your own selves, that so you may have bold- 
ness in che day of judgment. You may sineerely 
call to remembrance the general tenor of your 


AS 
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thoughts, behaviour, and actions, and must at- 
tend to the determination of conscience without 
partiality, otherwise you will deceive yourself, 
and build your expectation upon a wrong foun- 
dation. The subject is deserving your most seri- 
ous consideration, as a false confidence, in a 
matter of such importance, is highly danger- 


Ous. 


Tu true state of your soul cannot be deter- 
mined from a few particular actions: it must be 
known by comparing the usual bent of your 
disposition, with that rule of duty revealed in the 
Scriptures. Is your temper habitnally gentle, 
meek, and submissive? Do you make it the 
great business of life to improve in all chat is 
praise-worthy? Are you sincerely desirous of 
instruction? And do you exert your endea- 
yours to practise those virtues which are recoms 
mended to your attention? In your present li- 
mited sphere of action do you consider an im- 
plicit obedience to your parents as one of the first 
and greatest of your social duties? Are you at 
all times solicitous to comply with their injunc- 
tions, and contribute to their happiness? Do you 
endeavour to subdue every evil propensitg wich 
would Interrupt your progress in a- religious 
course? Are you careful to silence the rising 
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emotions of petulance, pride, sullenness, and pus- 
sion? Do you accustom yourself to frequent re- 
flections, and exert your vigilance to Subdue 
those evil inclinations, which, if indulged; w 
be the destruction of your future peace; aud the 
ruin of your eternal hopes? Are you assi@uoiis 
in che cultivation of every generous principle, 

and do you labour to subdue that self-loye 
which would lead you to a sordid preference of 
your own interest, in the neglect of every nobler 
consideration ? Do you seek to promote the plea- 
sure, and alleviate- the uncasiness of every, one 
with whom you are connected ? And i is the con- 
scionsness of divine observation, the constant and 
uniform motive to regulate your behaviour ? Are 
you serious and attentive in your religious du- 
ties, and sincerely anxious to secure the favour 
of God, independent of earthly considerations ? 
If, upon such an impartial review of your con- 
duct, you have reason to conclude, that you have 
ted a life of virtue, and that you continue your 


amiss in your teraper, you have the most Den 
ne pots h . obs 170 1 
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| Tur vrockiits of the Gospel are made to every 


unremitted endeavours to reform every thing 


individual, upon the conditions of faith in Chris, 
and earnest endeavoùrs of obedience to his laws.” 


r 
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And as God is immutable in his word, we may 
though imperfect service, through the merits of 
his Son; because it is on those conditions he has 
engaged to receive his penitent and believing 
creatures, and to accept of the sufferings of our 
Redeemer, as a sufficient atonement for the sins 
of mankind. 


Taz decisions of conscience must, therefore, 
az I have before observed, be the only just foun- 
dation of your future hopes. That awful judge 
which the Almighty has placed within you, will 
now anticipate the sentence of acquittal or con- 
demnation, which you will hear at the last great 
day of final retrtbution. Consider, therefore, 
from what has been said on the subject, how 
much it congerns you to regulate the whole of 
jour conduct upon the principles of religion and 
virtue, I appeal to the conviction of your heart, 
that it is necessary for your present comfort; 
since, however you may be misled by che ex- 
anple of licentious manners, or your sentiments 
perverted: by libertine opinions, God has not 
left himself without witness;” and you have 
experienced, and wall find, whenever you de- 
generate into guilt, that the internal ſeelings of 
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self reproach, assert the presence and observation 


ol the Deity, and fulfil the prophetic denunch. Wl * 
tion that there is no peace to the wicked.” 4 
When therefore you are disposed to silence the 4 
reasonings of this inward director, or to doubt I 
the necessity of virtue and religion, allow your 
heated passions a moment's time for reflection; 
and you will be convinced, from eonscious ex. 1 
perience, that there is a power above, who direct 
that power within you, and who, in defiance of a 
evil prejudice, the ardent wishes of guilt, and g 
the false sophistry of infidelity, will make 50 
feel its authority, and dread ths accomplishmen 4 
of its award. ä 
4 4 
Ir your religious principles be in danger of s 


being shaken by the conversation or example df 
others, examine carefully, whether your doubts d 
the truths of revelation do not arise from a desir 
to escape its awful denunciations; sinee vice wi 
endeavour to deny those sanctions which arraigh 
her evil propensities: and those, who can hare 
no hopes of happiness in a future state, will bt 
glad to resign its expectation, rather than incur 
the danger of a miserable eternity. But surely, 
when you consider that such a weak and fals 
reliance is the usual source of infidelity, it 
should incline you to cultivate the virtues of the 
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heart, and, by conduct which may defy reproach, 
cive your mind that generous and unprejudiced 
temper which is open to the impressions of 
truth, : 


As a conclusion to the subject, allow me again 
to remark, that the animating prospect of felicity 
beyond the grave, which is founded in the testi- 
mony of a good conscience, is a rational and calm 
support during all the vicissitudes of life; it in- 
pires a pleasing trust, and a firm faith in the 
promises of God; and, while it proves the insuf- 
ficiency of human strength, excites the warmest * 
gratitude toward the Father of mercies, and the 
benevolent Saviour of men; conveys that peace 
of God which passeth all understanding,” and, - 
in the last struggles of departing nature, is a 
cordial to the anxious spirit, which, under the 
influence of divine grace, will render serene and 
joyful that solemn period of existence. 
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SUNDAY II. 


— 
ON QUARRELLING AND CONTENTION. 


Is the present state of Being it will happen, 
says our blessed Master, ** that offences come, 
but woe to him throngh whom they come; it 
were better for him that a mill-stone were banged 
about his neck, and he cast into the sea.“ And 
surely this may be said with trinh of those con - 
tentious spirits, who are ever ready to take affront 
at the conduct of others, and careless in what 
manner they regulate their own. Such a dispo- 
sition must be unhappy in itself, and commu. 
nicate its malignant influence to all around. 


He who is displeased with his companion or 
friend, cannot behave to him with courteousness 
and affability. He is ready to misinterpret his 
most innocent words, and misconstrue his most 
inoffensive actions; and the same circumstance 
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will enkindle his resentment when under the 
power of ill humour, which, in a happier mo- 
ment, would pass unobserved, or perhaps meet 
with full approbation. 


IT is impossible but that offences will come. 
You cannot expect, my young friend, that the 
opinion of your companions will always be regu- 
lated by your taste; nor is your judgment at all 
times dictated by prudence, and the result of wis- 
dom. Each individual will, in turn, submit to 
the sway of capricious humours, and stand in 
need of allowance for those failings which they 
censure in the conduct of others: whenever, 
therefore, you feel a disposition to be captious 
and petulant, recollect that your temper is then 
in that state, which is most likely to mislead 
your judgment. Your companion may be to 
blame; but cool impartiality 15 not to be expected 
from a disposition heated by passion, or subject 
to the irritation of peevish disgust. Wait for 
the calmer moment of reflection, and then seri- 
ously examine, whether your own conduct has 
been free from error. If you have said any thing 
with a design to provoke the offending person, 
you may be sure you are reprehensible. If your 
conscience convict you of having increased the 
resentment of your companion, by your looks, 
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your words, or your actions, it should put you 
on your guard for the future, and engage you 
the most readily to forgive a fuult of which you 
have at least partaken ; and in almost every mis- 
understanding between friends, it will be found 
upon examination, that both parties are in some 
degree to blame. Things in themselves of 
trifling consequence, are usually the founda- 
tion of contention. And those who are willing 


do foment disagreement, will never be without a 


cause of quarrel, But, my dear reader, as you 
prize the felicity of your future life: as you 
value the approbation of the good, the esteem of 
the wise, and the love of mankind in general: — 
as you hope for favour from the omniscient 
Judge of all, be persuaded to guard your heart, 


* with the utmost caution, from this detestable 


propensity. 


OE word of discord may rise a spark of ani- 
mesity, which no future period may be able-to ex- 
tinguish. Blessed are the peace-makers,” Says 
dur Lord, they shall be called the children of 
God;“ for he delighteth in the happiness of all 
his creatures. Anger and resentment dispose 
the mind to jealousy and suspicion. From those 
with whom we are displeased, we naturally ex- 


pect ill- will in retutn: we are ready, as jb wefe, 
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to anticipate their dissatisfaction, because we feel 
that discordant principle toward them: And if 
you have ever experienced this evil inclination, 
you must be conscious that it is the author of 
misery. 


A nrakr at peace with itself, and please 
with all its connections, is the seat of calm de- 
light and serene happiness. You take pleasure 
in the society of those you sincerely love, re- 
joice in every incident which affords them com- 
fort, and those gentle feelings of good- nature re- 
vert back, with redoubled satisfaction, to your 
own bosom. Be not easily provoked,” says 
the Apostle; and it is a needful caution to 
young persons, who are too apt to be offended 
without cause, and to return enpressions of re- 
zentment without reflection. 


Ir your companions be peevisk and uncom - 
plying, it will not render them more agreeable 
should you vex and provoke them in return; 
for if a soft answer turneth away wrath,” the 
grievous words of displeasure certainly stir up 
anger. Be convinced also, that when you look 
back on what gave rise to the quarrel, and 
calmly consider the part you have acted, many 
words whieh you might then regard as highly 
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provoking, will appear to have been spoken 
withont any design of offence; and perhaps you 
will discover, that you have deserved that cen- 
Sure which you bestow on your companion. 


Ir the disagreement should happen (as is but 
too often the case) between you and your bro- 
chers or sisters, reflect seriously on the near re- 
lation in which you stand to each other. You 


are children of the same parents, united by the 


will of your Creator, and bound by the ties of 
mutual interest to promote each other's welfare. 
How shameful is contention between those who 
are placed in a situation which ought to inspire 
the highest degree of concord and agreement. 


PR RATSs you may urge, that your disputes 
are not of any serious consequence, and that you 
have a very tender love for each other, although 
you sometimes differ in opinion; that such 
trifling quarrels do not diminish your affection, 
but that you cannot bear to be imposed © on by 
your . 


Excusz me, my young friend, if I presume 
to doubt the truth of the assertion. Love 1s 
not to be increased by opposition and disunion. 
Examine your own heart, and consider impat- 
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tally, whether, after any differenee where your- 
peace has been offended; your temper ruiſted, 
and your inclination opposet, you feel- tie ame 
tenderness toward the object of your-resentinent;. 
3s you would have received from a mutual in- 
terchange of kind offices? And, believe me, it 
is a truth too oſten evineed by melancholy ex- 
perience, that where cordial esteem and mild 
atfecion are not cultivated: in early lrfe; they 
seldom bloom in a more advanced age. IH you 
neglect those litile attentions, which, thouglvin« 
significant in themselves, are of great importanoe 
toward conciliating the regard of: those: withy 
whom you reside, the warm serftiments of: fras 
ternal love will be clalled by disgust, and thut 
principle of natural friendship; which-would' have: 
blessed your future days with the most heart-felt 
satisfaction, will be lost for ever, or succeeded 
only by a formal interconrse of cold civility. 
The Almighty seems to point out such near re- 
ations as the destined companions of your hfe:: 
they have every advantage which can be a-propef? 
foundation for lasting union; as your equals in 
rank, as dependent on the same care, as sur. 
rounded by the same connexions, as accountable! 
too the same parental authority, and frequently 
residing together, and pursuing the same course 
study, or the same occupations and business. 
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With what anxious grief must it afflict the au- 
thors of your being, if they should perceive you 
break through all these tender ties, and, by 
childish contentions, or habitual ill-humour, lay 
the sad foundation for la- Ing dislike. 


 WrenveR you are tempted to engage in any 
kind of altercation, endeavour to restrain your 
anger for a few moments, and consider, whether 
the occasion of your displeasure will justify you 
in making yourself or your friends unhappy : 
whether it will recompense you for the sacrifice 
of your own temper, the love of those with 
whom you dispute, the approbation of your 
parents, the peace of your conscience, and the 
favour of your God. 


Tou may probably object, that every degree 
of idle bickering does not deserve the serious 
epithet of a quarre!, or render you obnoxious to 
these severe penalties; but let me remind you, 
that many a dispute which was begun in jest, 
has ended in blood; that petulant expressions 
provoke a passionate reply, and that, as the wise 
man justly observes, The b-ginnings of strife 
is like the letting out of water, that runneth 
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In general it may be asserted as a truth, that 
in every disagreement some expressions are used 
by each party, which upon reflection they have 
reason to regret. An unkind observation, or an 
unfriendly sentiment, is easily uttered at such a 
time; but when by you it is forgotten, it may 
continue to rankle in their hearts to whom it was 
addressed; and they will often recollect it to 
your disadvantage, when the difference which 
occasioned it is forgotten. Lt S008 


Tuts observation should make you cautioùs of 
speaking at random, a custom to which some 
young persons are much addicted. From a na- 
tural warmth of temper, uncorrected by reflec- 
tion, they express, without thought, all that 
passion may dictate, and, with a design to pro- 
voke, say every thing which decurs. Led on by 
a vivacity of spirits, ill applied, they delight in 
the most poignant strokes of satire: they will 
ridicule the mental defects or natural imperfec- 
tions of their nearest relations and dearest friends, 
without considering the injury they are doing 
themselves; and, that while they sport with the 
feelings of others, they are losing their esteem, 
and lessening their regard. PLP 
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we give pain to others, we must wound ourselves. 
Thus, $elf-love becomes a guard to the peace of 
society: universal aſſection is the principle of 
universal happiness; and the more amiable you 
appear to others, the more agreeable will be your 
on sensations. When you are at variance with 
any one, you must be uncomfortable, as a gene- 
ous disposition will be wretched, unless in har- 
mony with all the world. If your heart is open 
to the tender emotions of sensibility, refleet on 
the ill consequence of a quarrelsome disposition, 
and if ever you are surprised into a dispute with 
any of your companions (especially if it be a 
brother or sister), endeavour to procure an im- 
mediate reconciliation. Do not be too proud to 
make the first concessions, although you may 
unagine yourself in the right: it is a small 
punishment for the commission of evil; and 
whoever is engaged in a quarrel, is in that very 
instance guilty of a fault. 

Ir you part with enmity in your bosom, are 
vou sure that you will meet again in peace? Life 
is uncertain to all, and youth will be no exemp- 
tion from the grave. If a sudden; stroke of Pro- 
widence Gould remove the object of your dis- 

pleasure, examine your heart, what would be 
then its sensations? Would not every unkind ex- 


pression. stpike your mind witch remorse ? Would 
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not this disagreement be regarded as « most dis- 
tessing event, and heighten your sorrow for the 
loss of the departed? Would not every remem- 
brance of your past affection be tinctured with 
regret, that it should have so bittefly concluded? 
And would it not aggravate your misery to think 
the offence could never be repaired ? Such would 
be your feelings if you were the survivor. Think 
whether they would be more easy, if you were 
lid on the bed of death? Would a scene of 
contention'be a- proper preparation for eternity ? 


We should always be prepared against a pos- 
«ble event ; and whenever we' retire to rest, 
chould close our eyes in such a frame of mind, 
as we would wish to be found in at the awful 
<ummons to Judgment, 
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SUNDAY XX. 
— 
ON SICKNESS, 


17 is one of * Let 900 of be 

endeavour by those means in our power to alle- 
viate distress, or to sooth the sufferer, whom 
we cannot otherwise assist. With a view to 
lighten the anguish of disease, by some consl- 
derations suitable to your situation, I would 
address you, my young friend, now you are con- 
fined to the gloomy chamber of sickness. Per- 
haps you may esteem it a very irksome and un- 
comfortable place, in comparison with those 
livelier scenes of festivity and pleasure to which 
you have been accustomed; and though pain is 
equally an evil to all who feel its influence, yet 
it must be confessed, that the animated spirits 
of youth may find the restraints of weakness pe- 
culiarly burdensome. But there are motives 
sufficiently powerful to reconcile the mind to 
this stroke of affliction, when you consider, that 
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« whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,“ and 
that this visitation may be sent in mercy, as a 
proof that you are under the care of Heaven. 


Ir depends upon your own conduct to sanctify : 
your sufferings to the noblest purpose; and by 
patient resignation to your heavenly Father, to 
make your present trial the. mean of your ever - 
lasting felicity. The events which befal us are 
ardered by .the best and most benevolent of all 
Beings ; therefore, we may be assured, chey- 
are designed for our good; since he doth not 
willingly afflict or grieve the children of men. 


Tux sickness under which you at present la- 
bour, may be intended as an exercise of those 
virtues, you would otherwise have no opportu- 
nity of practising ; and, by calling your patience: 
into action, give you a glorious occasion of 
Shewing to all about you an example of faith in- 
God, and of obedience to his will. And as be 
knoweth our frame, and is perfectly acquainted: 
with human weakness, so he regards with favour 
every attempt to suffer with quiet resignation, 
that anguish of body his wisdom sees it proper 
to inflict. When, therefore, you are overcame. 
by the weakness of disease, or feel those acute 
r 2 
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seusations of pain which .inclive you to loud 
lamentations or petulant complaints; endeavour: 
to moderate the excessive indulgence, which 
persons in such circumstances are sometimes buy 
too apt to allow themselves: recollect, that you 
cannot avoid or escape from that Power who 
thus afflicts you; but that as the wounds of dis- 
ease come from the arrows of the Almighty, he 
hath also the means to heal. He watches over 
his afflicted children, with the tenderness of a 
compassionate father; and when with piety they 
implore him, he is ever ready to strengthen their 
forutude, if not innnediately to remove their 
troubles. 


„ JT'nusr, therefore, in the Lord; and he shall 
bring it to pass.“ His mercy only can give 
success to the means which are used for your 
recovery; his wisdomͤ must direct the physician's 
skill; his energy bestow the gift of healing to 
every medicinal draught; and his blessing at- 
tend on the anxious cares of your affectionate 
friends, or all those advantages united will be 
ineffectual to remove your disorder. Whatever, 
then, is your situation in life, look up to God 
for ease and returning health. 


Ir you possess chose blessings which distin- 


 @ © „ ty 2 


a @ © mms. G6 am ww as am 


for Sunnay EveninGs. 33 


guish a state of affluence, be thankful for an 
advantage, which, in such a season of disvress, 
must be doubly comfortable. Reflect how 
soothing are the endearments, how agreeable the 
attendance of those you love | And though the 
bed of sickness is uneasy and irksome, yet thou- 
ands of your fellow-creatures, equal to you in 
excellence and virtue, “ have not where ta lay 
their heads.” While you suffer the parching 
thirst of that fever which has. infected your 
frame, think bow many feel the same disorder 
with equal violence, without the alleviation of 
those cooling liquids, or lenient remedies, which 
give you so much relief. Let gratitude mingle 
with your complaints, when you consider how 
highly favoured is your lot; and let your pity 
be extended to suffering poverty, from the re- 


tlection of your present feelings. 


Your indisposition may give rise to the noble 
virtue of sympathy, and soften you heart to the 
commizeration of those evils in others, which 
you will best compassionate from experience, 
If Providence should spare your life, forget not 
what you now suffer; and recollect, that if you 
are pleased with the attention of others, if you 
desire they should excuse your wearisome greans, 
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should be ready to 'supp'y your wants; and con- 
tribute to the amusement of your tedious hours; 
tle same gentle forbearance will become your 
duty toward the sick and helpless. Remember 
of what you now stand most in need, and when 
health hath removed the pain of languishment, 
make it your endeavour through life, as far as 
your abilities extend, to succour those who re- 
quire your assistance. Relieve the poor, by pro- 
curing such necessaries as your power or interest 
can command; and return the care of your pa- 
rents and friends, by every attention which may 
recompense their love. Thus will you have 
reason to rejoice at this now afflictive dispensa- 
tion, and bless the friendly sickness which has 
inclined your heart with greater sympathy to 
ſeel for the distressed. 


Tuts season of pain may be further seryiceable 
to you, by engaging your reflections on the true 
value of life: for, my young friend, how im 
significant do those amusements appear at pre- 
sent, which in the gayer moments of health you 
have regarded with such anxious expectation. 
Your taste can bave little relisgh for the nicest 
dainties, and the liveliest strains of harmony 
would perhaps disturb and offend you; outward 
ornaments and decorations must be equally 
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useless, while your frame is tormented with 
agony, or trembling with weakness. You find, 
therefore, that however riches and pleasure may 
add to the comforts of life, we must seek for 
some higher good to support us in the period of 
sorrow. The only thing which can then raise 
the dejected spirits, and enable us to sustain the 
trial of affliction, is the consciousness of having 
acted rightly, and the hope of acceptance with 
God. b | 


Wu we look back on our past actions 
without remorse, we have greater encouragement 
to implore the favour of Heaven : when we haye 
remembered our Creator, beeu attentive to his. 
laws, and prayed for his assistance while in health, 
we shall be more disposed to implore his blessing, 
and seek to him ſor relief in the melancholy hours 
of sickness: when goodness has once become ha- 
bitual, it will have an effect on our conduct in 
every period of life; and those who are thank- 
ful, pious, and humble in prosperity, will be 
cheerful, resigned, and patient in adversity. It 
behoves you, then, quietly to endure your pre- 
sent sufferings, and to prove yourself a disciple 
of Christ, by a meek submission to the state 

allotted you; readily to follow the guidance of 
your friends, but chipfly to implore your God io 
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restore-you to health, strength, and usefulness. 
Nor be alarmed, my young friend, if your dis. 
order should resist the force of medicine; and 
threaten you with the approach of death. Your 
fate is in the hands of a good and merciful father, 
who will do whatever he sees altogether best for 


you. Resign yourself, therefore, entirely un 
his direction. | 


Tnosk who love you best, are not so solicitous 
for your welfare, as he who has formed you from 
the womb. If he sees it proper early to remove 
you from life, he will take you to himself, and 
to endless and immortal happiness. The im- 
provements which growing years might have be- 
stowed upon you on earth, will be amply sup- 
plied to your soul in heaven. Vou will be 
spared the trials and temptations which longer 
Hfe would have exposed you to, and which, per- 
haps, might have led you astray from the paths 
of virtue; and though you are obliged to quit 
your earthly friends, yet your God can supply 
every lost relation, ee them to you in a a hap- 
pier world. FN 


EN DEAvovn, while you continue in life, to 
dless your parents with the delightful prospect of 
[every generous virtue: let your thankful} grati- 


57 
unde to God and to them, evince your sense of 
his mercies, and of their tenderness: strive to 
suppress those complaints which must distress 
their affectionate hearts; and make them happy 
hy such an easy temper of mind, and gentleness 
of manners, as may, whether you be removed 
from them, or spared to their prayers, 0 any | 
occasion to rejoice, 1 * 9 

© Tp we suffer with Christ we shall also reign 
with him,“ says the apostle; that is, if we bear 
our trials here, with the like patience which dis- 
tinguished our Redeemer, we shall hereafter 
share in his reward, be exalted: to that felicity 
which the worthy and the good shall enjoy, and 
be ranked with those who through much tri- 
bulation have entered into the ren of 
God,” | 
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Be not discouraged with the idea, that you are 
too young, or too useless an object to obtain the 
divine approbhation: nor suffer yourself to imagine, 
that it is a matter of no consequence in what 
manner you sustain the disorder with which you 
are visited: © for God seeth not as man sceth : 
man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.“ If therefore, from 
a pious motive of duty, you check the murmurs 
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58 
and complaints you would otherwise indulge . 


i you endeayour to encourage religious reflec. 
tions, to recollect what has been amiss in your 
conduct, to repent of your past errors, and re- 
solve, by the grace of God, to amend your life if 
it be prolonged ;—if you pray sincerely that his 
goodness would graciously promote your reco- 
very, yet, with submission to his determination, 
either to live or to die ;—if you strive to make 
this excellent use of your bodily weakness, it will 
certainly be attended with the happiest effects ; 
it will promote & spirit of gratitude and obedi» 
eace toward your Maker; incline you to honour, 
and thankfully acknowledge the love. of your 
parents or assisting friends; make you more 
com passionate to the sufferings of your fellow · 
creatures in the like distzess; conrinee your 
mind of the vanity of every worldly enjoyment ;? 
and excite your desire to become worthy of that 
felicity, which will crown all your yirtues with 
an eternal recampeace after this life is ended. 
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ON RECOVERY FROM /$4CKNESS+ 


Wu EN we labour under any painful or acute 
disorder, and human means are found insuffi- 
cient to our relief, we are naturally led to implore 
the assistance of that Being whose power is equal 
to every emergency, and bose good ness inspires 
us with the hope, that our earnest applicauon 
will succeed. 


Tuts truth, you, my young friend, must have 
fully experienced in the late visitation of Provi- 
dence. While you lay on the bed of siekness 
did you not implore the Father of mercies to 
abate your uneasiness, to remove your distem- 
per, and to bless you with a return of that ease 
and enjoyment, of the inestimable value of which 
you were then peculiarly sensible? And did not 
your parents and friends unite with you in those 
prayers, and in ardent wishes for your recovery ? 
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Recal to your remembrance the scenes of anguich 
through which you have lately passed: if your 
sufferings were then severe, to whom are you 
indebted that you are now free from the attacks 
of pain, and that -your strength is renewed from 
the depression of weab ness? Whose hand has 
preserved you in trouble, and restored you to the 
hepes of future life? And surely, if God has 
prolonged your period of probation, and given 
you a renewed opportunity of instruction, you 
are engaged by gratitude to n ang added 
years in * ser ice. 


It SHA duty to make the proper application 
of this gentle chastisement, and to consider what 
may be the probable ends for which it was in- 
flicted. Perhaps your heavenly Father may have 
designed it as an exercise of your faith and pa- 
tience; as a gracious trial of your trust in bis . 
mercy, in those circumstances where all outward | 
application, and human tenderness were ineffec- \ 
tual. It might be intended as a lesson to your | 
youthful heart of the 4nsufficiency of every other | 

? 


reliance, but a dependance upon your God; 
and may teach you how weak and 'unsatisfactory 
are the most envied distinctions of this world, 
when the great Governor of all things shall take 
from you the capacity of enjoyment. 
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le, hereafter you should be tempted to an un- 
due sohicitude for any temporal gratification, let 
this recollectiori abate the ardour of your desires. 
Consider, that what you have once proved to be 
incapable of affording satisfaction, and what sick- 
ness occasioned you to despise, cannot be worthy 
your pursuit, nor repay” your sactifice” of duty 
and conscience. If you are now, through the 
mercy of God, blessed with a cheerful prospect 
of future healch, and feel the vivacity of youth 
return with returning ease; ; yet, let m& caution 
you, my dear reader, dit to forgettlie gracious 


warning wn this Sickness was designed to en- 
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Has! it not aoßdel; 2 | cotificinativr off the Uk 
&rtainty of that trength In'which you rejoice? 


If you have been brought near to the« gates of 


death, it was to admonish you to prepare to enter 
them: it wust remind you; that youth is nb 
Security from the'grave ; and if Providence has 


given ydu à present fespite it is with the inten- 
tion of engaging you to be ready, whenever he 


shall de fit to summon roy 
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tion to the deliverance you have received, Yet, 
in general, it is to de feared, that che gratitude 
we feel for present enjoyments, is seldom propor- 
tioned to the energy of those supplications ve 
offer up to God in the time of affliction. But 
surely, when you recollect the danger to which 
vou have been lately exposed, and the obliga- 
tions you owe to him who bath healed all your 
diseases; you will be induced to praise him for 
tis mercies, and will suffer a grateful remem- 
brance of his goodness to actuate yaur heart, 
Reflect, that although your days have been pro- 
Jonged, they might bave been protected in a 
state of weakness, which would have deprived 
you of the means of improvement, and ren- 
dered your existence à burden to yourself, 
and to all with whom you are connected: and 
though, in the most uncomfortable situation, 
we are bound to possess our souls in patience, 
and to acquiesce in the appointments. of God; 
yet, we are undoubtedly. engaged td peculiar 
knowledgments when our lot is CITE 
by euch particular favour. 


How many, otlo, like you, have been afflicted, 
and still have experienced a continuation of 
their trials, in the distressſul consequence of 
their distemper. Sometimes by such a weak 
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and debilitated constitution, as has rendered 
them incapable of fulfilling the common offices 
of life : sometimes by the loss of limbs, or depri- 
ration of sight: or what is yet more dreadſul, 
by weakening the mental powers, and reducing 
the wicched sufferer to the condition of an 
idiot. These, and many more evils, have been 
occasionally seen to follow the attacks of violent 
disorders: and if you, my dear reader, have 
been so happy as to escape them, through the 
mercy of Providence, endravour to possess your 
mind with a lively sense of your high obligation, 
and to return the tribute of praise, . not only 
with your lips, but in your life. Think, that 
you are now more immediately called upon to 
dedicate yourself to Heaven, and to offer to your 
God that being which he has preserved. What- 
ever have been your former transgressions, Go 
and sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto 
thee.” Remember the resolutions you made in 
the time of sickness, and, by repeated recollec- 
tion, renew the serious impressions which you 
chen felt. 


Tur conduct of a Christian should be at ad 
times regulated by the precepts of the Gospel; 
but there are some seusons that occur, in * a 
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more than ordinary degree of religious attention 
Seems to be necessary and becoming. The state 
in which you now are, when just recovered 
from a severe indisposition, may be properly 
esteemed a period, when every motive of pro- 
priety and duty call upon you to consider your 
ways.” You seem, as it were, to begin your 
existence anęew, to bo reinstated. in the privileges, 
and again endued with the powers of life. Every 
function has been injerrupted in its course to re- 
mind you, that all your abilities of action, and 
your capacity of useſulness, is derived from God; 
and that if he withhold his supporting aid, or 
suspend the operation of his usual influence, your, 
whole system must suffer the most terrible 
effects : nor can any human assistance wich- 


8 Covssr. of LrorukkSs 


out bis appointment, have the least e to 


restore you. 


Avi 1 God, therefore, who has again given 
you to enjoy the calm slumbers of uninter- 
rupted rest; who bas invigorated your nerves 
with strength, and re-animated your languid 
spirits with cheerful serenity. If you have once 
more an appetite to relish the blessing of whole- 
some food, to partake of the pleasure, and to 
feel the advantage of exercise; through each pe- 
riod of the day, or when you lie down to repose, 
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let every action you perform, and every enjoy- 
ment in which you are enabled to share, remind 
you of the value of health, and direct you to its 
constant improvement. If it is so uncertain, 
use it carefully while you possess the blessing ; 
and let your soul expand with continual ejacula- 
tions of praise, to your all-gracious Preserver. 
Consider, how soon you may be again subject to 
disease: and let the idea of such a probable 
interruption to your duties and attainments, in- 
cite your utmost diligence to attend the business 
of the time before you. | 


Tux term of your existence, will be sufficient 
for every necessary purpose if it be properly ap- 
plied; but there is no season designed for waste, 
or idleness. The duties required of the sick 
and helpless, are patience and submission; but 
when God has restored you to a capacity of re- 
newed exertion, he expects that you should be 
active and employed. Let no ill habits of indo- 
lence, and indulgence follow the unavoidable 
negleet which weakness has occasioned, but be 
assiduous to regain the time which is lost: and 
* whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might,” for, adds the royal teacher, © there 
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is no work, nor knowledge, nor device in the 
grave, whither thou art going,” 


. ASSURED of the protection of infinite good- 
ness, it will be of little importance whether the 
past hours have been spent in pain, or in delight. 
The memory of evil is forgotten, when it ceases 
to afflict : and though it may be grievous to have 
lost the space which you had designed for pur- 
poses of utility; yet, he, who in mercy or- 
dained such an interruption to your good in- 
tentions, can find many ways to supply to you 
this deprivation, if you be earnestly solieitous to 
employ the time which remains. Above all, my 
young friend, let this truth be established in 
your mind, that the divine assistance must ever 
co-operate with your exertions to render them 
effectual. Ask, and it shall be given you, 
seek, and you shall find, knock and it shall be 
opened nnto you.“ Such is your encourage- 
ment to apply to God, through the mediation of 
Christ; and the more sensibly you feel your 
own weakness, the more it should dispose you to 
ask wisdom and strength of him, who giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not.“ 


As you have been recovered from disease and 
danger, you may be certain you are reserved 
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to answer the wise dispensations of an over- 
ruling Providence; and it may be, you are 
spared to be an exammle of virtue and obedience 
to succeeding generations. You may be design- 
ed by Heaven to become ode of those exalted 
characters, who shine as lights in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation : to become the suc- 
cour and support of merit discouraged by oppres- 
sion; or the consolation of dejected poverty. 
You may be so happy as hereafter to sooth the 
melancholy hours of those parents, who lately 
watched beside your bed of languishing, and to 
repay, by your filial and grateful attentions to 
their declining age, the solicitude they have ex- 
perienced for you, | 


As you have been restored to health, it will be. 
come your present state, to look forward with a 
pleasing hope of becoming useful, and of. de- 
serving esteem ; and while you reflect on that 
mercy you are particularly called upon to com- 
memorate, it should animate-your heart to rely, 
without anxiety, on the future care of your hea» 
venly Father; since he who has saved you from 
the ravages of sickness, can never want the power 
to deliver you from any distress in which you 
may hereafter be involved. 
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oN GRATITUDE TO GOD, 
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1 is a natural propensity in the human 
mind, to love and venerate those from whom 
we have received instances of kindness and af. 
fection : even such as are themselves deficient in 
proper acknowledgments to their benefactors, 
yet, join to condemn the appearance of ingrati- 
tude in others. But although the absence of 
this amiable principle excites a detestation of the 
character where we imagine it to de wanting; 
still there are few minds so truly virtuous, as to 
consider with sufficient abhorrence that unthank- 
fulness which we exercise toward the green 
e bd. ads 3 i- 5 

2 N57 8 rel lation i in 1 which we = to our Creator, 
comprehends all that is supposed to inspire ob- 
ligation in the various connexions of life. As a 
Subject, are you not accountable to that Being 
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who is the universal Sovereign of tbe Universe;;: 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords? and: 
ould you not cry to him, who, as the Pros. 
phet expresses it, © is your Father, and 'the+ 
Guide of your youth ?? To his bounty you are 
indebted for all your various - enjoyments; and 
your hopes of felicity, through time and eternity, 
dust be derived from his inexhausted munifi- 
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Ir you are happy in the care and protection 
x your earthly: parents, the affeetionate endear- 
ments of fraternal love, or: the kind attention of: 
more distant relations, look up with gratitude to 
lim, from whose mercy all these blessings do 
originally flow. In every social enjoyment, 
consider his goodness as the source of your com- 
fort: since the friends who thus delight, improve, 
and animate you by their converse, receive the: 
power of pleasing from God, who is the foun« 
lain of all that is amiable in created excellence. 
While, therefore, you reap the benefit of their: 
talents, and love them for their kindness; re- 
member, my young reader, chat you owe to 
your Creator that satisfaction which you expe- 
derience in his creatures. Reflect also, on the 
ast period of life, and you will be able to trace 
goodness, even before the time that memory 
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can recollect. During the helpless season of in- 
ſum weaknets, his watchful care preserved you 
from: evil; and led you in safety through a thou- 
sant (accidents; which no human precaution 
could have prevented, nor wisdom less than in- 


finite have foreseen.. In every instance of dan- 


ger within the reach of your remembrance, you 
may discover the concurrence of second causes, 


as guided by a merciful God for your preserva- 


tion; and forget not, in the serious reflection 
upon such events, that every fortunate circum- 
stance which attends the case, and prevents an 
additional calamity, is, in effect, the manifest 
exertion of Providence in your favour. 

Ir me earnestly recommend you, to exer- 
eise the. pious habit of considering all the vicissi- 
tudes of your present state, as under the guidance 
and direction of a good and gracious God, who 
will order every circumstance as may best pro- 
mote your ultimate advantage, if you disappoiut 
not that design by wilful guilt. 


Ix no season of life are we sufficiently atten- 
tive to those obligations, which bind us to the 
great Preserver of men; but, in the volatile 
period of youth, it is too generally observed, that 
the order of events succeed each other, without 


25 2 I 1 2 
S 


FLAY — ww p— Py 


I © DD & = 


for SunDay EvgninGs, 7¹ 


making any impression on the mind. Be.as- 
sured, however, that the consideration which 1 
now recommend to you, will not abate the cheer- 
ful spirits of juvenile ardour, nor damp the, in- 
nocent vivacity of reasonable ejoyments; bat 
will increase- your pleasure, sanctiſy wur com- 
forts, and prove the solid foundation of lasting 
peace. o of 276! nd 
| 140 2 in i 
Users che influencwof this pr dispor 
sition, yon will de enooùraged to place bur de- 
pendance on Almighty goodness, through all the 
remaining part of existence; and to taste the 
ptosperous events of life with additional relish, 
under the sense of grateful obligatiof : neither 
will discontent embitter the, mouruful hour of 
adversity, while you confide in the protection of 
that God, who bas fed you all your life long: 
bat, from the affectionate recollection. of former 
indulgence aritl support, yon, will wt ol 
eient reason to I * . * . 


— are 8 l in which 8 
tous mind, will be hurt at the necessity. of pe- 
celying favours. from others. When war bene- 
actor is himself injured hy: the exerious gf his 
kindness, no good heart tould accept. dhe henefit 
without reluctance. If an aged parent supply 
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the wants of his children, from sach a Scanty 
pittance as shall expose his declining years to un- 
easiness; and if, while he procure their comfort, 
de relinquish bis own ; though we may admire 
the cacrifice of pat-rnal affection, the acceptanice 
of the gift would sink the character of filial ten- 
derness in our regard. But in our unbounded | 
obligations to our Creator, the noblest feelings 

of sensibility have nothing to apprehend. The 
great Benefactor cannot be injured by his un- 
Hmited-beneficence : all we have proceeds from 

is indulgence ; and to enjoy his gifts, is to obey 

his will. Yet, while you are surrounded on 
every side by the multitude of his blessings, let 

not the Giver of _ be bidden * the 1 
of his own mereies. = i 


* * * 
1 1 


; /Thrne is a 3 eden vitod 6. th . 
mind of each individual, which, if we are. ndt a 
wanting to burselves, will de found. in every WI * 
state; betause the wisdom uf the Divine go IN ': 
vernment has allotted to each bis proper sphere 00 
action, and will bestow: suob internal supports 


en the. wretched, as shall compenste for the p. 
want of those Kiperffaities which*may be denied I 5: 
them. But the most'indigent owe their being, I] 5 


and the continuarice of liſe to Almighty good- 
ness; and those Who have, as far as relate to 
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ontward cireumstances, found a" fairer lot, are 
indebted to his liberality, and not to their own 
skill for their enjoymentts. 

1897 | 

Ir the daily provision of food and raiment de- 
mand from you the tribute of gratitude, you are 
equally engaged to be thankful for the blessings 
of education, and the cultivation of your mental 
powers. The use and pleasure which result from 
learning should be recollected with. delight, and 
acknowledged 28 derived from Ria s 
giveth wisdom n liberally, and updraideth.] not. 


1 oe 
Wy AT a new and extensive field of enjoyment 
opens to your imagination from this distinguished 
vw advantage! 4 What a fund of Satisfaction is in 
ore for your future days, which would be un- 
known without the aid of! instruction! WI at an 
agreeable addition is knowledge to all. the com: 
forts of prosperity! * and j in Solitude ang. affliction, 
is it not our most amusing and consolatory re- 
course? It invigorates the judgment; strength- 
ens the power of reason, and bestows that quick: 
perception, which enables us to discern the right 
path of conduct. Above all, it renders us more 
„erviceable to our fellow- creatures, by affording 
us the means to enlighten the ignorant, and to 
| VOL, 11. 1 


. 
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direct those who stand in need of advice. It 
will be your own fault, my young friend, if you 
make not this noble use of ho privilege you 
en Joy- _ 

1 He earen * AF due a You with * — 
vou will be expected to improve it with grati- 
tude ; and the higher your attainments, the 
more you will become acquainted with your 
obligations to the Deity ; since all the researches 
of knowledge display che wonders of his love to 
mankind; and manifest the contrivance of In- 
finite Wisdom for their N 

ce 0 TH AT men LATELY therefore — ebe 2 
for his goodness, and declare the wonders that 
he doeth for the children of men Let them 
sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and de- 
clare his works with rejoicing.—Whoso. is wise, 
and will observe these things, even they shal 
understand the loving kindness of the Lord.” 
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SUNDAY XXIII. 
— 
ox GRATITYDE ro 0b. 
" Bz glad, then, ye children, and rejoice i 
the Lord your God {for ye shall eat in plenty, 


and be aatisfied, and praise the name of the 


Lord, wha hath dealt wondrously with you.” - 


Tux only way properly to estimate your pre- 
sent comforts, is to consider how much you 
would lament the loss of them; and on this 
ptineiple, reflect what misery wonld result from 
the deprivation of chose things you are apt to 
esteem the most inconsiderable. 


Wulle you are surrounded wiik the neces- 
ary supplies of daily ſood, you are entirely in- 
attentive to the means by which it is procured ; 
nor do you xefiect on the dreadful consequence 
of scargity, But if che Almighty Power, who 

K2 
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presides over the universe, and directs the re- 
volving seasons in their course, should - po fit to 
withhold „ the former or the latter rain,“ so as 
to prevent the earth from yielding her 1acrease, 
imagine, if you can, the'eyils| that would follow. 


Tuosk who have never experienced the cray- 
ings of hunger, can form no idea of its horrors; 
but you may judge, itt Somd degree, of its vio- 
lence, from the terrible recital of its effect; and 
the pathetic description which is given of che 
famine in Samaria, may represent its misery to 
a susceptible mind. The saered histerian in- 
forms us, that during the reign of Jehoram, the 
son of Ahab, Benhadad, the king of Syria, 
went np and besieged Samaria; and, as a punish- 
ment for the sins of the people, he was suffered 
to prevail against them, and surrounded the city, 
so as to prevent the inbabitants from receiving! 
their usual supply of provisions; which proved 
the occasion of such a severe famine; that those 
things which would have been despised, and ac- 
counted as refuse in a season of plenty, were 
esteemed valuable dainties in this calamitous 
period; fbr an ass's head was sold for four- 
score pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a 
cab of doves dung, for five pieces of silver.“ 
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Bor even this miserable kind of sustenance 
was beyond the reach of the poor, who, desti - 
tute of riches, had no means to obtain any relief 
which might mitigate their agonies. They were 
therefore driven to the most shocking expedients 
to preserve life : © And as the king was passing 
by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto 
him, saying, Help, my Lord, O kingt And he 
said, If the Lord do not help thee, whence shall 
help thee? out of the . or 1 wine- 
press? | 


Tux stores usually laid up in these repositaries 
had been long exhausted therefore, the unhappy 
monarch had no means to relieve the necessity of 
his miserable petitioner, ** And the king said 
unto her, What aileth thee ? And she answered, 
This woman said unto me, Give thy son, that 
we may eat him to-day, and we will eat my son 
to-morrow. So we boiled my son, and did eat 
him; and I said unto her on the next day, Giwe 
thy or _ we may nn and she n 
her son. 


Tars heart-piercing account is frequently pe- 
rased with indifference, from the want of that 
attention which its subject demanqs. 40 it was 

en 
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recorded for our admonition, and represents the 
most dreadful of all calamities, war and famine, 
as the consequence of disobedience to God. Yet 
the same Being still continues to preside over us, 
at this day, who was the Governor of the people 
of Jerael. From him we receive the blessing of 
plenty, and every temporal gift, as well as moral 
endowments. His command can at any time 
„% turn a fruitful land into barrenness, for the 
wickedness of them that dwell therein.“ Con- 
sider, then, my young friend, while you are 80 
happy as to rejoice in abundance, and may © eat 
bread to the full, that you should partake of 
the comforts of life with a thankful, spirit, and 
at all times remember the Hand ** who filleth all 
things living with plenteousness. Figure to 
yourself, what would be your situation, if you 
should be deprived of sustenance. 


_ In the "melancholy picture above exhibited, 
and which has but too often been realized, you 
behold the rage of hunger surmounting every 
impulse of nature, and every tie of affection. 
One mother forgetting the force of parental love, 
and murdering her own son to support her ex- 
istence; and another, though she hid her wretched 
offspring for his preservation, being perhaps 
3 for that moment by the dreadful ban- 
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quet which had relieved. her exhausted frame; 
who, had her distress been continued, would 
most likely also have yielded to the same de- 
plorable necessity. With what transport must 
these wretched sufferers have hailed the next 
day's returning plenty, when the prophecy of 
Llisha was accomplished, and “ a measure of 
tine flower sold for a shekel, and two measures 
of barley for a shekel, in the gates of Samaria.“ 
This prediction appeared so incredible, from the 
desolate state of the afflicted city, that a ** Lord 
on whose hand the king leaned,” when it was 
pronounced, destitute of faith in the divine pro- 
mise, and perceiving no probable means to oc- 
sion such an event, replied with indignant con- 
tempt, “ Bebold, if the Lord would make wins 
lows in heaven might this thing be !” intimating 
his doubt of the possibility of, the fact. He con- 
sidered (as too many are apt to do) the supply 
of provisions as depending solely on natural 
causes; but, as an Israelite, he surely might 
have remembered, that the arm of Jehονe had 
frequently controlled the order of nature for the 
preservation of his people; And justly did he 
suffer for his disbelief in the word of infinite 
truth, by“ seeing the abundance with his eyes, 
without, being permitted tp eat of lt. 
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Tux period of such miraculous interposition 
is now past; but the production of vegetables, 
the multiplied increase of grain, and the asto- 
nishing formation of animals, continue to in- 
dicate the same goodness, and to proclaim the 
same Almighty Power. Remember that his 
wisdom still guides che various occurrences of 
life: and in every social meal, recollect, that 
you are under a new obligation to his Provi- 
dence, who ordered such unnumbered causes to 
work together, to produce that food which 
sustains you. 


- « Give glory now, therefore, to the Lord your 
God because he causeth darkness, by remov- 
ing your present enjoyments; and while you 
have the power of acknowledgment ; ** before 
your feet sturuble on the dark mountains,” and, 
your gratitude is prevented from its exertions, 
by the sudden chadow of death. 


Tux blesings of abundance are not m them - 
velves less valuable for their nninterrupted conti - 
maance. Ff, with a design of serving a fellow - 
ereature, you had engaged in a long series of be- 
nevolent actions, would you regard the debt of 
gratitude as eamceſted by the addition of re- 
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peated favours? Yet this is exactly the case with 
respect to our obligations to the Deity. If he 
withdraws the bountifut' provision which relieves 
our necessities, we return in penitent supplica- 
tion to his throne; we ardently implore the re- 
newal of his mercies, and grievously lament the 
foliy which has procured such a severe visitation; 
But would it not be wiser, and indicate a nobler 
principle of action, to regard the value of divine 
indulgence during the scason_ of its enjoyment 
and while we rejoice in his giſts, express the | 
praise which they deserve? Such a conduct would, 
diffuse a pleasing satisfaction through everys cene 
of life; it would inefease the value of your ordi- 
nary comforts by the remembrance of him who 
bestowed mem; and, as gratitnde is one of the 
purest arid most exalted sentiments of the mind, 
it would enlarge your best affections; contribute 
to harmonize your temper, and induce you to an 
imitation of that munificent goodness of that 
Being, © who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things ; so that thy youth is renewed like the“ 
cagle's,” Forget not, therefore, in your inter- 
course with the world, that God is your pre- 
server, and must at all times be the object of 
your veneration; for, „from the rising of the 
sun unto the going down of the same, the 
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Lord's name is to be praised. a og 
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SUNDAY XXIV. 


—— 


ox GRATITUDE TO ob. 5 * 
1 HOPE, wy young reader, that. you are con- 
vinced of the propriety of that duty which has 
been recommended in the, two preceding leo · 
tures; and that your innocent heart is ready 
to expand with grateful praise, for the continued 
instances of Alnighty Goodness. Those in- 
stunces are $0 many, and so various, that it is 
impossible to recount their number, or trace 
their effects: and $0 insensibly do they combine 
together in the promotion of our happiness, that, 
as I before remarked, we are only conscious of 
their value (I might almost say of their posses- 
sion) when our arg are ia by 
some misſomune. 


| HRS the blood flows in its proper course 
through the various channels prepared for that 
purpose by your kind Creator, or When ye 
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draw, without intermission, the easy breath- of 
health, docs it occur to your thoughts, that ths 
human power can for a moment continue the 
circulation of that uid through your -yelns?-and 
that although it is liable to be obstructed' by the 
most trifling accident; yer, fikwess or deutbö is 
er * consequenee of such an inter- 
en N. 

105 E it is trac; understand the won 
derful anatomy of the human frame; but if you 
was acquiimted with its minute amd delicate 
structure, and how many of chose small vessels 
it contains, your mind would - e πtentshed, 
that this vital current should so regularly flow, 
and its progress be so seldom stopped. Nor 
can you imagine what dreadful sufferings are oc- 
casioned by those disorders which affect the 
breath, and the difheulty that would, in such a 
case, attend voter vespirattom. In $hoft, thongh 
every furwtion- ef the Human body, tif in its 
proper state) is performed with such euse, as to 
require nd immediate thought for ds exertion ; 
yet the least 'akeration in any one particular, 
would. be saffrcitnt to convince yen of the neves- 
Sity of divine attention, and the impertunce of 
chose parts . eee * 06 
loss -esgemtiall, - / 4 
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1, PERHAPS, my young friend; you have been 80 
happy as never to have experienced any acute dis. 
order; and if such bas, been your uninterrupted 
enjoyment, you can ſorm no adequate idea of 
those anxious wishes for returning ease which 
agitate the sufferer on the bed of sickness, and 
in the hour of anguish : nor can you conceive 
that degree of grateful remembrance which en- 
livens the heart during the first transports of re- 
stored health. Happy would it be, if the ani- 
mated impressions were of longer continuance; 
but such pious emotions wear off, as the blessing 
becomes established, and are totally forgotten in 
its continuance. 1 %% Ar TIT dcn 


V 
+ s * . 
. : 


Tuts much von (ES experienced WhO have 
felt the langour of weakness, or the assaults of 
pain; and few there arc so robust, as never to 
baye known the attacks of disease; since there are 
some disorders peculiar to the season of | youth, 
and which are sufficiently violent to instruct 
them in, the sensations of pain, and remind 
them of mortality. Endeavour, therefore, to 
strengthen your mind in the exercise of grati- 
tude, by, the, recollection. of what you then felt ; 
and forget not to renew those sentiments in 


health, which were so powerful in the time of 


sickness. For, surely, you can want no convic- 
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tion, that God is able at this instant to 'cause 
your frame to relapse into the same disorder, or 
to afflict you with one more severe: and there- 
fore, though ** God may not be in all your 
thoughts,“ yet are you continually under his 
guidance. He guards you with his watchful 
care when you are sunk into sleeping insensibi- 
lity. Should you not, therefore, most ardently 
commend yourself to his protection, before you 
give sleep to your eyes or slumber to your eye- 
lids.“ | | 


Every moment of continued health, or pro- 
longed life, depends on the will of your Creator; 
and when you see so many objects of distress suf- 
ſering around you, remember, that it affords no 
cause for exultation; but should inspire a spirit 
of humility in the consideration that you are li- 
able to the same evils, and that for the advantage 
of a better constitution, not unto you, not unto 
any mortal power, but unto your preserving God 
should be the praise. | 


Ir is sometimes seen, that the vivacity of 
youth is apt to be displeased with those who are 
rendered more serious by a state of continued 
indisposition : and some there are (with concern 
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do I make the observation) who can treat, with 
contemptuous ridioule, those misfortunes, which, 
adding deformity to inconvenience and pain, 
make the unhappy objects deserving of peculiar 
Pity. 


Bor let them blush for shame at a meanness 
of conduct, which bespeaks the heart to be at 
once ungenerous, inhuman, ungrateful, and 
impious: for surely, no person of true generosity 
would reproach or deride those defects which 
cannot arise from error or guilt in the aMicted 
zufferer, and in regard to which they must be 
entirely passive: nor is it more consistent with 
the gentle feelings of humanity, to inetense the 
bitterness of unavoidable affliction, by the garcagtic 
triumph of boasted superiority. If there is any 
conduct which may be justly charged with in- 
gratitude, it must be in that unworthy use of 
divine endowments, which would endeavour to 
mortiſy the less bappy. To such minds may we 
direct the emphatical enquiry of the apostle on 
another occasion, What hast thou that thou 
hast not received? and who made thee to differ 
from another? And what « disingenuous dis- 
position does it indicate to be proud of the fa- 

| yours of Providence, and yet despise thase whom 
| that same Providence has depressed! It adds, 


d, 
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therefore, the erĩme of impiety to the black cata- 
logue we have ennmerated ; because it is in ef- 
fect a censure of the divine administration, 
whose wisdom has thought fit s to order the 


condition of his creatures; and who bestows' 
beauty and strength, or allots deformity and 


. weakness, as best suits with the plan of his all- 


gracious government. Whoever, therefore, can 
allow themselves thus to ridicule the unhappy, 
should reflect on the evil consequence, and the 
guilt which is attendant on such an inconsi- 
derate habit. Let me warn you, my young 
reader, to consider these important arguments 
above suggested, and neither by your counte- 
nance nor example, give a sanction to a beha- 
viour, so entirely inconsistent with the spirit of 
that faith you profess, or of that Master whose 
name you bear. 


Tur blessings of your heavenly Father are 
to be received with thanksgiving, not as an ab- 
solute gift, which can excite any pride in the 
possessor, but as asacred talent deposited in your 
hands, to be improved to the valuable -purpose of 
promoting your own happiness and the pleasure 
of others. But in the disposition of his mercies, 
he has reserved to himself the right of resuming 
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them whenever he.sball judge it proper; either 
to correct your failings, excite a stronger sense 


of his goodness, or as a trial of your fortitude 
and resignation. 


In every state, the will of God must determine 
the duration of your comforts ; but if you wish 
to deserve their continuance, it must be by an 
humble and thankful enzoyment of them; by a 
constant recollection from whence they, proceed; 
and by a diligent improvement of every advan- 
tage, whether natural or acquired, whether tem- 
poral or spiritual, to the increase of benevolent. 
affections towards your fellow-creatures, and of 

sincere piety and gratitude to the Deity, 
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SUNDAY XXV. 


ON THE BLESSINGS OF REDEMPTION, 


I MUST again, my young friend, entreat the 
favour of your candid attention, while I renew 
the important subject of gratitude to God. Hi- 
therto we have considered only such obligations 
as respect the present liſe; let us now extend 
our views to those more important instances of 
his goodness, which “ has blessed us in hea. 
venly things in Christ Jesus, and which, 
through his merits and intercession, has opened 
us a way to salvation and glory. 


Tun happiness oy misery of the present state, 
must soon terminate in death; and therefore 
good and evil are indiscriminately the portion of 
the just and unjust; because we are assured in 
the gospel of truth, that after the conclusion of 
"this scene of trial there will come a day, in 
13 
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which God will judge the world in righteous- 
ness by him whom he hath appointed : whereof 
he hath given assurance unto all men, © in that 
he hath raised him from the dead.“ 


ON the solemn consideration of eternal judg- 
ment, the interest of this world seems to be di- 
minished; nor can the concerns of such a pre- 
carious situation be worthy our regard, in com- 


parison with that awful state to which we are 
hastening. 


Tar Almighty Creator has given to all his 
rational creatures a perfect law for their direc» 
tion; and, in the power of conscience (as we 
have before observed) has afforded them a cer- 
tain light, even in the darkest ages. But this 
divine law has been trausgressed by the whole 
human race; for which cause, in the words of 
the apostle, God has concluded us all under 
sin;“ or, as it may be explained, God is now 
assured, that every one has been guilty of some 
transgression of this moral law, and, therefore, 


deserves the punishment which he denounced on 
their disobedience. 


To bring the case home to your heart, let me 
ask you whether you have not many times been 
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guilty of wilful sin? and, in the recollection of 
what has been amiss in your actions, do you 

not feel ashamed. of your crimes and afraid of Wie 
just itn of your ood 2 


THERE is no man "a liveth, and sinneth 
not.“ The very best of the human race have in- 
curred the penalty due to transgressors ; and you, 
my dear reader, must be convinced, that if the 
Almighty should enter into strict judgment with 
you, it is not possible that in his sight you could 
be justified. Could you reply, in the presence 
of the Great Searcher of hearts, that you had 
never broken any of his commands? Have you 
not, on the contrary, offended him by the vio- 
lation of truth, or by various instances of pride 
and anger? By a disobedient and negligent 


conduct toward your parents, or My r 
of his sabbath ? 


Ix some respect or other, as“ all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God; that is, of 
obedience to his laws, you must be conscious 
that you justly deserve the punishment of divine 
displeasure ; for whatever may have been the na- 
ture, circumstances, or aggravation of your 
sins, they have been committed against the pro- 
hibition of your Maker; and whosoever,” 
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says St. James, shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of alt: 
for he that said, do not commit adultery, said 
also, do not kill: now if thou commit no 
adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a 
transgressor of the law.“ | 


Can any words more clearly infer, that id 


matters not in what particular you have offend- 
ed, because every sin is displeasing to a Being of 


infinite righteousness, and, without some atone- 
ment must incur the dreadful sentenoe of future 
misery. If, therefore, you cannot but allow, 
that yow are highly indebted to the merey of God 
for” the comforts and supports of this life, what 
returns of gratitude can equal your obligation 
for the nobler manifestation of his love, in re- 
leasing you from the dominion of sin, and the 
fear of eternal death; and through Christ, re- 
conciling you unto himself, not imputing unto 
vou your trespasses. For, if pain and anguish 
is bitter when you know that it must soon have 
an end, and if distress can only be supported by 
the hope of future joy j reflect on the dreadful 
eansequence-of that awtul judgment which sball 
- cantinue the tortures of guilt without intermis- 
sion, and which affords vo comfortable - expec- 
tation either of relief or conclusion. 
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Tnovon the final sentence that awaits the 
impenitent sinner may not at present affect your 
mind as it ought, yet allow me, my dear, young 
ſriend, with that solemn earnestness which the 
subject deserves, to press the following argument 
on your consideration. If you can recollect 
your disipated thoughts, suppose for a moment 
that you were summoned by death before the 
awful tribunal of God ; and at this period; while: 
you are reading this page, an account were de- 
wanded of all the actions of your past life, can 
you truly say, that such a solemn event would 
not fill you with terror? Should you not be 
afraid of that future and unknown state into 
which death will admit you; And does not 
your heart tremble at the idea of that tremend- 
ous, though unavoidable hour, when you shall 
hear the voice of the archangel, and the trump 
of God, and “ when you shall be raised incor- 
ruptible,”” to “ receive the things done in the 
body, whether they be good or evil?“ a 


TrERE would be sufficient cause for this terror, 
and for the dread of future retribution even to 
the most virtuous; but that now © God has sent 
his Son into the world that all who believe in 
lim should not perish, but have everlasting life.“ 
For he has reconciled us to his Father by the 
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undoubted criterion. © He that hath my com- 
mandments, and keepeth them, be it is that 
loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love * and will 
nn aca unto him,” W 
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ON TRQST IN GOD. 


Tur virtues have such a mutual connexion 
and dependance on each other, that it is almost 
impossible to possess any good quality in an 
eminent degree, without its correspondent af- 
fection. Thus filial tenderness will naturally 
produce filial obedience; which is the parent of 
submission, meekness, and a thousand amiable 
propensities. In like manner, the vices and 
passions of the human mind associate, if I may 
so express it, with each other. Sullenness is 
disposed to resentment and ill-will, and avarice 
will effectually harden the heart, and render it 
selfish, uncharitable, and suspicious. Of such 
importance is it to cultivate every principle of 
duty, and that he that thinketh he standeth, 
Should take heed lest he fall.“ 


Tos who disregard the exertions of Divins. 
Providence for their support; who, like the negli- 
YOL, II. K 
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gent Israelites, in their passage through the 
wilderness, only © eat and drink, and then rise 
up to play,“ are apt to distrust that heavenly 
protection which they so ill deserve. They per- 
petually exclaim, with the repining anxiety of | 
the people above mentioned, Would to God 
we had died by the hand of the Lord, in the land 
of Egypt, when we sat þy the flesh-pots, and 
when we did eat bread to the full! They were 
unmindful of the miraculous supplies of that 
Almighty hand which had“ drawn water out of 
the stony rock,” to allay their thirst, and who, 
on this occasion, again gratified their Justful 
appetites, and“ fed them with quails from hea- 
ven.” May you, my young friend, animated 
with a constant sense of gratitude to your Om- 
nipotent Preserver, rely with full assurance on 
his unremitted care: secure, on this sacred an- 
chor of inspiring hope, © that he who spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 


all, shall with him, also, freely give us all 
things.” | 


As it is not owing to your solicitude that you 
have been hitherto supported, consider that in 
every prospect of future life you will be equally 
dependent on the same Protector. His hand 
is not shortened „ that it cannot save,“ although 
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your difficulties should multiply with increasing 
years, Nor will““ his ear be heavy, that it can- 
not hear the softest whispers of supplication. 
Never, therefore, suffer your youthful heart to 
be depressed with the fear of impending evil ; 
for, © though your father and mother forsake 
you, yet the Lord will take you up;”. and in the 


same high strain of pious confidence the royal 


psalmist proceeds with an encouraging observa- 
tion, “ I have been young, and now am old, 


yet saw I never the righteous forsaken, nor his 


seed begging bread. He does not mean that 
the children of the virtuous are never found in a 


state of honest poverty; but that they will on no 
occasion eat the bread of idleness; and that, as 
„ the hand of the diligent maketh rich, so a 
little that the righteous hath is better than the 
** of many wicked,” 


Tas great business of human life is to pursue 


the path of duty in every varying state, and 
through all the changes and chances either of 
prosperity or adversity, to endeavour, by un- 
Shaken virtue, to secure the favour of God, Your 
interest, in respect to time and eternity, is equally 
safe in the guardian care of your heavenly Father; 
his government is extended beyond the limits of 
the grave; and though death will shut your 
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eyes to the scenes they are accustomed to con" 
template, yet you will awake in regions, which, / 
though now wiknown, are alike supported by his 
providence, and protected by his love. Be as- 
sured, therefore, that virtue is the © one thing 
needful,” and that all the events of life shall, if 
that be secured, 20 * — as to N 


e e 


How nvzr. weak may be your present attain» 
ments, there appears to be some time before you 
for unprovement; but as the youngest cannot 
be secure of life, you should not delay a moment 
the great preparation for eternity. Trust in God, 
and he will assist you with his grace; and the 
more you solicit and improve its influence, the 
more readily will he dispense it to your necessi- 
ties. And though, as a trial of your faith, he 
may suffer your virtue to be assaulted by tempta- 
tion, yet still trust in God, for he will not lay 
more upon you than he will enable you to bear; 
and every exercise of your faith, though at pro- 
sent it may seem painful and. distressing, shall 
increase the glory of your celestial crown. The 
more diſficulties you find in a course of religious 
duty, the more it should inspire you to rely upon 
that Almighty arm, which is a strong shield of 
defence to all who implore its aid. 
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Lur me in conelusion remind you, that the 
watchful eye of your Saviour and Judge is ever 
observarit of your actions, ever ready to assist 
and relieve your wants, and his benevolenee will 
cherish those good impressions which rise in 
your soul, if you endeavour to encourage their 
wholesome admonitions. In every scene of 
temptation and danger, consider him ag you 


support, as having the most anxious interest im 


your conduet; and well acquainted with all the 
weaknesses of your frame. The Saviour, © who 
was in all points tempted like as we are,“ is able 
to suecour them who struggle with the difflicu 
ties of a probationary state. He pities, and will 
assist those who are engaged in that spiritual wars 
* of which he is the Weg” u. mean be 


*r — radios was mack per- 
fect through suffering“ and; therefore, eam suit 
his assistance to all the exigencies of his follows - 
ers. In the wilderness he was assailed by the 
grand seducer of men, in many various forms of 
temptation. All the kingdoms of the wordd, 
and the glory of them was the bait proposed o 
his ambition. But his example has left you the 
proper answer to every irregular” inclination= 
© Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve.“ However incluned 
by internal suggestions, or soticited by external 
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allurements, you are taught to overcome the 
attacks of every licentious principle, by the re- 
membrance of your 'duty to God, and trust in 
him, that he will never desert you in the attempt 
to obey his commands. 


Ger forward then, my young friend, in the 
path of life, with the generous design of aiming at 
every thing that is great, manly, and generous; 
and if your feet should sometimes deviate into 
error or guilt, be not so far discouraged as to con- 
tinue in the practice of evil, but by an immediate 
repentance, endeavour to obtain reconciliation, 
with your God. ** From him cometh every good 
and perfect gift.” You can do nothing entirely of 
yourself, but all things through Christ, who will 
strengthen you, Be strong, therefore, in the Lord, 
who will assist your pious purpose of devoting 
these early days to his service: go forth in the 
power of his might, determined to surmount the 
opposition of a vain and wicked world. In that 
world you are now placed, with the power to de- 
cide for yourself, whether you will enlist under 
the banner of vice, or in the defence of virtue. 
Hitherto you have, as it were, been neuter, 
while under the eye of your parents, and guarded 
by their protection ; but the time is approaching, 
and is in some instances arrived, when you must 
establish your character with mankind. 
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Vous passions gather strength with increas- 
ing years; your temptations to evil will multi- 
ply from the influence of bad example; and you 
must now either add to the number of the vici- 
cious, by a conformity to their conduet; or, by a 
firm perseverance in the cause of religion and 
goodness, become the delight of your parents, 
the pride of your country, and the approved ser- 
vant of your heavenly Master. The situation in 
which you are placed is of no importance, since 
every station has its allotted duties; to the pro- 
per discharge of which a future recompence is 
promised, through the mercy of God. 


Ir your trust in Providence is the affiance 
which he requires, you will not murmur or re- 
pine at any condition he sball see fit to ordain; 
but will believe that the state assigned you on 
earth, is chat which is best suited to promote 
your present improvement and future felicity, 


The plans of Infinite Wisdom comprehend every 


period of your existence, and are connected with 
causes and events beyond the reach of human 
penetration. As yon advance in life, you will 
discern, from reflection and experience, that the 
power of an Almighty, though. invisible Ruler, 


can turn the most adverse incidents into oc. 


sions of rejoicing, and that the gratification of 


your most ardent wish, will not bestow happi-- 
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ness, if it be not accompanied with the blessing 
of heaven. But if you desire to pass through 
the vicissitudes of your pilgrimage with serenity 
and satisfaction, eadeavour, my young friend, 
to secure an interest in his favour, who can 
make all things work together for good to 
them who love him. His friendship will evince 
vour worth to the assembled universe, and 
confer immortal fame when all the distinctions 
of sublunary ambition are el away and for- 


n 


TirExs and bono may now be lavished on 
the undeserving, but those who can obtain the 
approbation of the 'searcher of hearts, will be 
proved the successful candidates for a crown 
of immortality. Trust, therefore, in God, that 
as he bas certainly placed you in the sphere best 
adapted to your capacity and power, so he 
will assist you with every needful supply of 
his grace, to co-operate with your pious incli- 
nations and exertions in his service. And, as 
he could not be supposed to create any being 
but with a design to make it happy, be assured, 
that it will be through your own neglect- and 
impenitence, if you fail of obtaining that noble 
r which remaineth for the people of Sad. 

* THE END. | 


